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Calm Sea. Jen Till. Oil on canvas. 48” x 48”.

Awakenings
Oils and Small Works

by Bainbridge Island Artist

Jen Till
April 5 - 21, 2013
Opening Reception First Friday, April 5th, 6-8 pm
Featuring a Musical Performance by

Peter Spencer and Friends
(Updates always available on our blog: www.theislandgallery-artblog.blogspot.com)

About the Event: Soft mists and hopeful light herald the awakenings all around, as spring steals
over the landscape. Bainbridge Island artist Jen Till shares her subtle envisioning of a world
waiting to bloom in a showing of large oil paintings and small works, also in oil.
About the Artist: Jen Till spent her childhood years in a seaside village, Manchester-by-theSea, Massachusetts, along the New England coast. Surrounded by the seasons during her
formative years led Jen to look to nature as the basis of all her work as a painter today.
Her love of painting began at a young age. Jen's childhood experience in her New England
surroundings was filled with the richness of colorful, sweeping fall, quiet, bleak winter, spring's
lush bloom, and summer with its green warmth. Inspired by her many creative family members,
she was fortunate to be entirely embraced in her budding love of art throughout childhood. Jen
went on to the Rhode Island School of Design where she studied Painting and Textiles. After
graduating, Jen moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico where she began to explore painting the vast
landscape and light of the Southwest.
Eventually making her way to the West Coast, Jen now lives, paints, teaches and works as a
freelance textile designer on Bainbridge Island, Washington.
I am inspired by the many ways light casts itself on our earth. Moments in my life when I behold
such beauty inspires me to create its memory in my work. Nature provides me with a foundation
upon which I can build paintings to express a wide range of feeling.
The process I use is meditation with my brush in hand. This enables my creative energy to flow,
uninterrupted and fueled by intuition. By creating layers with glazes I try to explore the inherent
aspects of paint itself while keeping my mind focused on a feeling and place.
My painting experience grounds me and reminds me to be aware of the presence of spirit in all
of life's moments.
I search for this essence and mystery as I dwell on a place filled with light. My hope is to engage
the viewer and to share the mystery and calm I so cherish. My work reminds me that by painting
the experience of the material world around me I can move toward the intangible, ethereal
mystery of life.
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Musical Performance: Welcoming back Peter Spencer for another bluesy, soulful First Friday
performance of Peter Spencer and Friends. This time he will be
accompanied by his son, vocalist Caleb Spencer.
About the Artist: Peter Spencer is a fingerpicking guitarist, singer, and
songwriter. Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, he grew up listening to the R&B and
hillbilly music played on radio stations like WLAC in Nashville and CKLW in
Windsor, Ontario. He began his musical career in 1968 playing harmonica in a
blues band in Pittsburgh, but soon switched to solo guitar. Peter spent the
1970s touring North America and Europe playing early blues, jazz and
ragtime. Then, in the early 1980s, he began writing songs, co-founding the Fast Folk Musician's
Cooperative in Greenwich Village, New York, where he worked with artists like Suzanne Vega,
John Gorka, Lucy Kaplanski, Cliff Eberhardt, and Jack Hardy. These recordings are part of the
permanent collection of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC.
After graduating from The Writing Program at Columbia University in 1989, Peter retired from
performing and became a full-time music writer for magazines like Rolling Stone and Sing Out.
His book "World Beat: A Listener's Guide to Contemporary World Music on CD" was published
by the Chicago Review Press in 1992.
Peter returned to performing with the 2000 release "New Hope and Wise Virgins," followed by a
series of releases beginning with an album of original and classic blues called "Nobody's Daddy"
in 2005. "Handsignal," another album of original songs, followed in 2006. Later that year came
"Gathering Light," an album of Christmas music for solo guitar. In 2007 he released "The Blues
Concert," recorded live on Bainbridge Island, WA, and in 2009 "From the Island," another set of
original songs.
His newest album, released in the Spring of 2011, is called "1896," recorded simply with his
voice and an 1896 Washburn parlor guitar in a Bainbridge Island schoolhouse that was also built
in 1896.
Peter has been called a "guitar wizard" by Seattle's Victory Music News and "a gifted lyricist
with a sharp eye" by the New Jersey Star-Ledger. He tours regularly in the Northeast and
throughout the Pacific Northwest and teaches guitar and voice at the Dusty Strings Music School
in Seattle and the Island Music Center of Bainbridge Island, WA.
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Event Location:
The Island Gallery
400 Winslow Way E., #120
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
Underground parking available at The Winslow off Ericksen Avenue.

For more information, images, or to interview the artists, please contact:
ssn@theislandgallery.net
206-780-9500
www.theislandgallery.net/shop/
www.theislandgallery-artblog.blogspot.com
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